[Autoimmune polyendocrinopathy with IGA deficiency].
Case report of a 35-year-old female patient who was admitted in Addisonian crisis and in whom primary adrenal, ovarian and thyroid failure was detected. Antibodies against the adrenals and the thyroid were found, together with dinished serum IgA levels. The patient had been treated for 20 years with diphenylhydantoin, a drug known to induce immunological disturbances, e.g. depression of serum IgA levels. The IgA deficiency and pluriglandular failure may be due to prolonged therapy with diphenylhydantoin. The coincidence of IgA deficiency and autoimmune diseases is well known. As far as is known this is the first case of IgA deficiency associated with autoimmune polyendocrinopathy.